
From: Gina Antonini
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 3:37 PM
To: Dave Arnold
Cc: Kamran Mumtaz
Subject: Re: CNBC inquiry - is sabotage ongoing at Tesla?

I’ll reply to her in a bit.

On Aug 28, 2018, at 3:29 PM, Dave Arnold < dwarnold@tesla.com> wrote:

Will fill you in

From: Gina Antonini
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 3:29 PM
To: Dave Arnold <dwarnold(S>tesla.com>; Kamran Mumtaz <kmumtaz@tesla.com>
Subject: Re: CNBC inquiry - is sabotage ongoing at Tesla?

I meant to ask you guys about this one. Do we have any other details on what they are referring to here?

From: Dave Arnold < dwarnold@tesla.com>
Date: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 at 3:08 PM
To: Kamran Mumtaz <kmumtaz@tesla.com>. Gina Antonini <gantonini@tesla.com>
Subject: FW: CNBC inquiry - is sabotage ongoing at Tesla?

I say either ignore or decline to comment.

From: Kolodny, Lora (NBCUniversal) <Lora.Kolodny(S)nbcuni.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 3:07 PM 
To: Dave Arnold <dwarnold(5)tesla.com>
Cc: Kamran Mumtaz <kmumtaz(5)tesla.com>; Gina Antonini <gantonini(5)tesla.com>
Subject: CNBC inquiry - is sabotage ongoing at Tesla?

Dave, Gina, Kamran —

Hope this finds you well. As you know, I reported previously on Tesla facing possible sabotage 
from within, specifically committed by ex-employee and self-proclaimed whistleblower Martin 
Tripp.

When I read the New York Times feature here:
https://www.nvtimes.com/2018/08/28/business/elon-musk-tesla.html

...this passage stuck out:

At 6:30 a.m. on Aug. 18, three robots in the paint shop at the Tesla 
factory in Fremont, Calif., started malfunctioning. The incident forced a 
production halt on the Model 3, the key to the company’s future...
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Made aware of the stoppage, Mr. Musk went to the factory and worked 
into the night. The problem was resolved, but Tesla reached a troubling 
conclusion: The robots had been infected with malware in an act of 
industrial sabotage. And though they could not prove it, executives 
suspected they knew the culprit: a rogue employee, working at the behest 
of short-sellers.

In light of the above reported detail, can you please clarify:

1. Is sabotage ongoing at Tesla?
2. Which executives are concerned about this today? ("Executives suspected." Musk and others?)
3. Can you tell me, even if only on background, which short sellers or other people you believe are 

behind this suggested sabotage? Is this involving Martin Tripp again?
4. What led you to believe the malware was sabotage rather than some other error?

Any points of clarification and new details would be appreciated.

Thank you,

Lora Kolodny, tech reporter
Lora.Kolodiivfginbcuni.com 
Office: 415-792-5085
Mobile: 415-939-5841
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